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Greetings from President Obama 
 

[Note from Pastor Fryer: In our September issue of the Immanuel Messenger we included a copy of 
President John F. Kennedy’s telegram to Immanuel congratulating us on our 100th anniversary. 
Now another half-century has passed, and we have received greetings from President Obama:] 
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A Word from the Pastor 

Advent 
The hopes and fears of all the years 

are met in thee tonight. 
 

This month’s blue paraments signal our shift to the season of Advent. It is a 
favorite season for many of us. This year it is especially joyful because, when he can, 
our member Jim Miller is standing on our church steps with his trumpet, inviting the 
neighborhood to church. Our church bells do that, Sunday by Sunday, but now Jim 
and his trumpet are also playing Advent hymns. “Oh, Come, Oh Come, Emmanuel” 
and “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” went sounding forth in our town on the 
First Sunday of Advent, with passersby glancing and smiling at our church. I hope 
they join us! 

Advent is a season of anticipation and preparation. We join Israel in waiting and 
longing for the Messiah. We believe that in the little town of Bethlehem “the hopes 
and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.” Advent gives us great texts to help us 
better grasp the importance of the birth of Jesus: 
 

…and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into 
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more. (Isaiah 2:4, RSV) 

 
6The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid, and the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little 
child shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear shall feed; their young shall 
lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. (Isaiah 11:6-7, 
RSV) 

 
 Quite a lot for a child to do! Quite a lot for man who reaches but thirty-three years 
of age and dies on a cross to do! But in Advent we look at the old magnificent 
promises of the Bible, bow our heads before Bethlehem’s manger, and say Amen, the 
hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 I look forward eagerly to seeing you in church this Advent and Christmas. 
 

In Christ, 
 

 
 

Pastor Gregory P. Fryer 
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     Caroling at Lenox Hill Hospital 
Friday, December 6, 2013 – 7:00 p.m. 

 

On Friday, December 6th, let’s meet in 
the lobby of Lenox Hill Hospital (100 East 
77th Street) at 7 p.m. for our annual 
Christmas caroling and fellowship gathering. 
After caroling there, we are invited to the 

church parsonage (108 East 82nd Street, Apt. 
7C) for some refreshments, fellowship, and 
sitting around the fireplace. Alas, we are not 
supposed to bring children into the hospital, 
but otherwise, everyone is welcome! 

 
“Second Sunday” Evening Worship 
Second Sundays and some Holy Days here at the church. 

Lectio Divina and Vespers: December 8th, beginning at 5 p.m. 
Led by Rev. Kelly-Ray Meritt 

 
Hanging of the Greens 

Workers needed 

Saturday afternoon, December 14th, from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

 We have no set work crew for this 
important and gratifying work session we 
call “Hanging of the Greens.” We wait with 
eagerness for you to appear, if you can. 
“Many hands make light work.” Plus, it is 
fun to clean and decorate the church, to 
listen to the Christmas music as we work, to 

enjoy the sights and smells of the Christmas 
trees, and to see things come together for the 
great festival. We plan to decorate the 
sanctuary for Christmas on Saturday, 
December 14th. Welcome, everyone. After 
decorating the church, we enjoy our popular 
St. Nicholas Party. 

 
St. Nicholas Party 

5 to 9 p.m., Saturday, December 14, after the Hanging of the Greens 
 

 Our annual St. Nicholas Party is 
becoming a very popular event for us here at 
Immanuel. Swing with David Buddin at this 
year’s party featuring David on piano, Kevin 
Shea on the drums, Al Quirong on tenor sax, 
and vocalist Vi Quirong. The band will play 

from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. followed by a 
Christmas carol sing-a-long, and supper with 
hams and pot-luck side dishes and desserts. 
We are going to need some work crews, 
including setup, kitchen, and cleanup 
afterwards. Hold the date! 
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Children’s Christmas Pageant 
The Third Sunday of Advent, Sunday, December 15th 

 

On Sunday, December 15, the Immanuel 
Children's Choir will share their gift of 
music with us during the morning liturgy in 
this year's Christmas Pageant. The angels, 
shepherds, wise men, animals, and the Holy 
Family will surround us with singing and 
bell-ringing as they share the Christmas story 
from the gospels. We can also look forward 

to a special performance by the Immanuel 
Children's orchestra, featuring Jason 
Marquez on piano, Evan Marquez on 
Baritone, Kirsten Kibler on Violin, Kieran 
O’Carroll on Cello, and John Wilson on 
Trumpet. Liturgical dance and choreography 
is being prepared by Louisa Laverde.  

 
Poinsettias and Music Fund 

 

The church is decorated at Christmas 
with a lighted tree and poinsettias. Members 
and friends may wish to place one or more 
poinsettia plants in the church to honor the 
memory of departed loved ones or simply as 
a gift to the glory of God in the incarnate 

Christ. A gift of $15.00 for each plant as well 
as gifts toward the Christmas Music Fund 
will be received by Ester Neubacher after 
church on Sunday, December 8th, 15th and 
22nd.  

 
Fraternité Notre Dame Toy Collection 

 

 Once again this year the Sisters of the 
Fraternité Notre Dame will be hosting a  
Christmas party for needy children. This 
year the party will be on Friday, December 
20th. They are asking for donations of new 
toys. If you can give a toy, please wrap it and 
mark it as to the age of the child and whether 
it is for a boy or girl. (Please no guns or 
violent toys.) The Sisters will also accept 

toiletries or clothing as they distribute gifts 
to the hospitalized and homeless as well. No 
need to wrap these. You may leave your gifts 
in the narthex on Sunday mornings, or bring 
them to the church office during the week. 
The last day for bringing gifts is Sunday, 
December 15th, as the Sisters will pick them 
up from the church office on Monday 
morning, December 16th. 

 
Sunday School Mitten Tree 

 

 The Sunday School will have a mitten 
tree once again this year. Please give the 
mittens you bring to one of our Sunday 
School teachers. The mittens will be given to 
the Fraternité Notre Dame who will 

distribute them to needy children. The 
mitten tree will be put up during the 
Hanging of the Greens on Saturday, 
December 14th. 
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Upcoming ARTEK Concert: More Mozartian Music 
 Sunday, December 29th, at 4 p.m. 
 

ARTEK will again be performing another concert here at Immanuel: 
 

 Sunday, December 29th, at 4 p.m. - More Mozartian Music - Arias, opera overtures and 
more by Mozart. The ARTEK Orchestra with soloists Sarah Chalfy, soprano; Eric 
Brenner, countertenor; Philip Anderson, tenor; and Peter Becker, bass-baritone. 

 

Last year the New York Times review said of this concert: “Soprano Sarah Chalfy sang 
with a clear, pealing tone; agility; and abundant spirit… the performance was wholly 
admirable, with firm leadership from the concertmaster Cynthia Freivogel and fine 
contributions from the principal wind players.” 

ARTEK will set aside 100 free tickets for members of Immanuel Lutheran Church for 
each of these concerts. They will be available from Parish Secretary Karen Rombey in the 
Immanuel Office (212) 289-8128. This is a great opportunity to hear world-class music! Last 
year the concert sold out, so we recommend you get your tickets early!

 
 Ahh! Those Roof Projects! 
 

[Note from Pastor Fryer: Our member Emma Kaefer often gives me fun church stories. This one is 
both fun and almost prophetic about our roof campaign. Our campaign was a successful one, but 
the final cost is more than we had thought. And so some of us are “standing up” to continue with the 
higher level of giving we have been practicing for the past three years. Here is Emma’s story:] 
 

 The minister was preoccupied with thoughts of how he was going to ask the congregation 
to come up with more money than they were expecting for repairs to the church building. 
Therefore, he was annoyed to find that the regular organist was sick and a substitute had been 
brought in at the last minute. The substitute wanted to know what to play.  
 “Here’s a copy of the service.” he said impatiently. “But you’ll have to think of something 
to play after I make the announcement about the finances.” 
 During the service, the minister paused and said, “Brothers and Sisters, we are in great 
difficulty; the roof repairs cost twice as much as we expected and we need $4,000 more. Any 
of you who can pledge $100 or more, please stand up.” 
 At that moment, the substitute organist played “The Star-Spangled Banner.” And that is 
how the substitute became the regular organist! 
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The Christmas Schedule 
 

Christmas Eve 
6:30 p.m., Tuesday, December 24, 2013 
With Pre-Service Music at 6:00 p.m. 

 
Christmas Morning 
11 a.m., Wednesday, December 25, 2013 

Name of Jesus 
 11 a.m., Wednesday, January 1, 2014 
 

Epiphany 
11 a.m., Sunday, January 5, 2014

 


